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Life at the Sharp End of Managing Data Centres



iomart- the data centre acquisition 

ÅManaged Service specialists - using 3rd party hosting facilities  

ÅNo Data Centres

ÅManaged Hosting Solutions

ÅHighly Skilled Workforce

ÅApril 2007 ςacquires data centres

ÅGlasgow ςJuly 2007

ÅLondon ςNovember 2007

ÅNottingham & Leicester ςready for service July 2008



The Operating Climate

Å Oil Prices rising

Å The Carbon Question

Å Data Centre Inefficiencies

Å Growth in IT & Computing Power

Å Friends of the Earth & similar eco-organisations  -άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ 

ƎǊƛǇ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ϧ άtŜǊǎǳŀŘƛƴƎ ōƛƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ 

ōŜƘŀǾŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ

Å ά[ŀǎǘ hǳǘΣ [ƛƎƘǘǎ hǳǘΥ 5ƻƴϥǘ .Ŝ Fuelishέ



Déjà Vu



A Comparison

US Automobile Industry

ÅAmerican cars got bigger 
and thirstier each year

ÅV8 Engines

ÅConsumed more fuel

ÅAdditional Power Hungry 
Extras ςAir Con, Power 
Windows & Seats

Å15 MPG - Inefficiency

Data Centre Industry

ÅServer farms getting bigger 
and thirstier each year

ÅBlade Servers

ÅConsume more power

ÅAdditional Cooling 

ÅAdditional Features ςfaster 
processing

ÅRack utilisation Inefficiency 
<10%



Automobile Solution

30

.ƛƎ ϦŦǳƭƭ ǎƛȊŜϦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ϦŘƻǿƴǎƛȊŜŘΣέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 
engines and smaller dimensions outside.

How do we do the same with the data centre?

years



The Power Challenge
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What we can control


